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Our Mission
We build, strengthen, and inspire leaders through training

and networking experiences. 

Our Vision
We envision thriving communities and dynamic leaders.  

Our Values
L-Lead 

N-Network 
W-Worth 

M-Motivate 
O-Opportunities

Our History
In December 1999, community leaders from Northwest

Missouri came together at Conception Abbey to
brainstorm about regional issues. One of the issues that

came out of this forum was the need for leadership
development on a regional scale. The group concluded
that while there are many outstanding local leadership

development programs in our communities and an
excellent statewide program, there are no programs that
address leadership development at the regional level. 

 Scan the QR code above to visit our
website, where you can read the most
current press releases, find dates of

upcoming LNWMO class sessions, and
more in between newsletters!

https://www.leadershipnorthwestmissouri.org/


The third Leadership Northwest Music Jam was a
success, raising $11,615 for Leadership Northwest
Missouri. Performers at this year’s event held at Black
Silo Winery included: Greylan James, Charlie Bacon,
Travis Mullenix, and Sam Gibson. 

Recent Events
MUSIC JAM

FILL YOUR CUP
Leadership Northwest Missouri hosted its annual Fill Your Cup Leadership Summit
on October 5, 2023, at North Central Missouri College - Savannah Campus. The
hot topic this year was Mental Health, and Dr. Lindsay Oram, LNWMO class of 2018,
provided statistics and conversation on the topic. To wrap the day up, Dr. Tim
provided a conversation on the Seven Key Elements of a Leadership Mindset.

CLASS OF 2023 GOLF TOURNAMENT
The class project for Leadership NWMO’s class of 2023 was a golf tournament
held at the Tarkio Golf Club on September 9th to benefit Voices of Courage Child
Advocacy Center. Six teams participated in the tournament and the class raised
$2,500 for the St. Joseph non-profit organization. 

https://www.facebook.com/greylanjamesmusic?__cft__[0]=AZV4Fa_FUc45aBFrCqtKMl71ot5l8lGuFrtbbJIWgXl1O8S4eTHu4uy24SmZbKkOnUlhEWQvXD7PNbE9e8CQ6u-uvxeoi_33d9CLl2_07K2fgiozDV-zr82gVzZJHIYDuIYsj2JzBHh37Aub_JE15COA75JJD0ADnIICtbeSn3UZXeLQJIeboW0wA7BPsQuIPNg&__tn__=-]K-R


Upcoming Events

Vehicle for northwest Missouri to
meet face-to-face with our
Legislators and elected officials
Set priorities as a region 
Emphasize northwest Missouri as a
region while highlighting northwest
Missouri participating communities
Create collaboration and
communication throughout the
northwest region 

Great Northwest Day at the
Capitol

February 6 & 7, 2024

Why Participate?
Great Northwest Day at the Capitol
originated as a project of the 2001-
2002 graduating classes of Leadership
Northwest Missouri, as a way to
promote AWARENESS...through unifying
and working together, the communities
of Northwest Missouri find this
approach is a premiere way to present
priorities to State Legislators and
officials. 

Goals and Objectives

2024 LNWMO Class Schedule
Opening Retreat
January 24 & 25

Conception Abbey
Conception - Nodaway Co.

February 15
Sliced Bread Innovation Center

Chillicothe - Livingston Co. 

March 21
North Central Missouri College -

Savannah Campus
Savannah - Andrew Co. 

Do you need to update your
records with LNWMO? 

Click on the update icon below to
update your records on-line so

you don’t miss out on future
communications. 

https://www.greatnorthwestday.com/
https://www.leadershipnorthwestmissouri.org/lnwmo-class-notes/


Company/Organization
Vestas Wind Technology

Go Mortgage LLC

Mosaic Life Care

MU Extension

North Star Advocacy Center

EverCare Pharmacy

St. Lukes Health System: Wright Memorial

MidCity Excellence Community Learning Ctr

Cornerstones of Care

Farmers State Bank

Social Welfare Board

Ameren

Northwest Missouri State University

BTC Bank-Albany

Mosaic Medical Center - Maryville

Altec Industries

Marceline Industrial Development

Green Hills Regional Planning Commission

City of Maryville 

North Central Missouri College

Northwest Missouri State University 

Clinton County Missouri Government 

Carroll County Memorial Hospital

US Bank
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Name
Jeff Agnew

Cydney Andrews

Sarah Battreall

Rachel Brown

Sherry Brown

Olivia Burchett

Nevada Fields

Isaura Garcia

Nicole Lynch

Chris Martin

Victoria Masucci

Ethan Piveral

Wes Rockwood

Valarie Shisler

Vanessa Slemp

Carolynn Sollars

Richard Switzer

Rebecca TenHulzen

Ashley Turner

Tocarra Williams

Shelby Wood

David Woody

Jordan Wright

Amanda Zessi

Class of 2024

to



Board Members
Jennifer Jarvis—President 
Melissa Birdsell—Secretary
Lesley Delaney–Treasurer

Dr. Kristen Alley
Matt Barry

Marcus Casady
Marcie Cutsinger
Heather Nicholas

Kasi Norris
Cole Soptic

Jackie Spainhower
Carrie Watkins

Staff
Deb Powers - Executive Director

(retiring 12/31/2023)
Kendra Pickering - Executive

Director 

Upcoming Board Meetings
 December 14, 2023, via Zoom
January 24, 2024, The Abbey

Jennifer Jarvis, LNWMO class of 2021,
serves as the current president for the

LNWMO Board of Directors, after
previously serving as the secretary for
two years. Jennifer joined the board to
give back to the program, as well as

keep making connections throughout the
northwest region. She works as an

Engineering Project Manager for Missouri
American Water, and is currently working

on her MBA with an emphasis in
marketing at Northwest Missouri State

University. In her free time, Jennifer plays
softball, along with hanging out with her

husband Brad and two little ones.

Board Member
Spotlight

Board Members

Jennifer Jarvis

Keep in touch via
Facebook!

Leadership Northwest Missouri 

Leadership Northwest Missouri
Alumni 

Leadership Northwest Missouri
 Community Events 

https://www.facebook.com/lnwmo
https://www.facebook.com/groups/201219606581069
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1044836142266173


Grant/Trust Head Goose - Cole Soptic
Major Donor Head Goose - Open
Corporate Sponsor Head Goose - Lesley Delaney 
Marketing Head Goose - Carrie Watkins
Social Media Head Goose - Kasi Norris
Community Engagement Head Goose - Matthew Berry
Newsletter Head Goose - Jackie Spainhower
Music Jam Head Goose - Marcus Casady
Fill Your Cup Head Goose - Kristen Alley
Alumni Engagement Head Goose - Melissa Birdsell 

If you would like to volunteer for a vacant head goose
position or to assist with any of these tasks, please contact
Jennifer Jarvis or the relevant head goose. 

This fall, an ad-hoc committee was appointed to evaluate
LNWMO’s sub-committee structure. 

For a one-year trial basis, the committee proposed to
eliminate the traditional sub-committee structure in favor of
the appointment of a “Head Goose” responsible for the tasks
most important to the success of LNWMO. The Head Goose
will be responsible for completing their assigned task as they
deem appropriate, including enlistment of other board
members and/or alumni, and will seek support and input
from the Executive Committee and Executive Director as
necessary. 

Tasks the committee felt most important are below, and the
president accepted a volunteer Head Goose for each task.
The Head Goose does not have to be a current member of
the Board of Directors, but at minimum, they must be an
alumnus that will maintain good communication 
with the Executive Board and Executive Director. 

Take the LEAP Head Goose - Jennifer Jarvis

Committees

Challenge the
Process 

Leaders search
for opportunities
to change the

status quo. They
look for innovative
ways to improve
the organization.
In doing so, they
experiment and
take risks. And

because leaders
know that risk
taking involves
mistakes and
failures, they
accept the
inevitable

disappointments
as learning

opportunities.



Executive Director

Card Shower for
Deb Powers 

Retiring Executive Director 
12/31/2023

Please send cards with congratulations and
well wishes in her retirement to:

Leadership Northwest Missouri
1006 W. St. Maartens Drive, Suite B

St. Joseph, MO 64506

Leadership Northwest Missouri is pleased to announce
their new executive director is Kendra Pickering. Kendra
was a graduate of the program in 2022, where she then
was a board member for a year. She is a registered
dietitian and worked in food service management for
Mosaic Life Care and local school districts for the past 13
years. She resides in Nodaway and Worth County where
she lives with her two boys, Lane (12) and Coy (10).

"Ever since the opening retreat at Conception Abbey, I
knew that this class, these people, this community would
change my life. I am extremely honored to carry on and
do my best to continue the strong legacy that Deb
Powers has grown over the last twenty-plus years." 
-Kendra Pickering

“In this life we cannot always do great things...but we can do small
things in a great way! It is my hope that my legacy with Leadership

Northwest Missouri will be one of doing small things in a great way and
that I made a difference.”  - Deb Powers

Kendra Pickering
Executive Director



Leadership Northwest Missouri is a nonprofit, 501(c)3 organization. The vitality of this
program depends upon the commitment of dedicated individuals, businesses, and

organizations. For more information on how you can contribute to the success of
this program, whether through participation as a corporate sponsor or by making a

tax-deductible contribution, contact any of our alumni, email
leadershipnorthwestmissouri@gmail.com, or click on the big blue heart to link to

our 2024 pledge form. (Descriptions of each sponsorship level on next page.) 

We love 
our LNWMO

sponsors!

Affiliate
Community Foundation of Northwest Missouri

Program Sponsors
PLATINUM
BTC Bank

GOLD
Farmers Bank of Northern Missouri

US Bank

SILVER
Carroll County Chamber of Commerce

Carroll County Memorial Hospital
Farmers State Bank

Hedrick Medical Center/Wright Memorial Hospital
Mosaic Health System

North Central Missouri College
Northwest Missouri State University

BRONZE
Commerce Bank, St. Joseph

Nodaway Valley Bank
St. Joseph Chamber of Commerce 

2023 Sponsors

Leadership Northwest Missouri greatly appreciates donations of any size from
individuals and organizations to help further its mission to build, strengthen

and inspire leaders. Click here to make a tax deductible donation.

https://www.leadershipnorthwestmissouri.org/partners-sponsors/
https://www.leadershipnorthwestmissouri.org/donate/


Featured on LNWMO website and Facebook page
Invitation to attend a class session and share
business information
VIP seating at the annual LNWMO graduation
ceremony (complimentary)
Opportunity to feature job openings with alumni
leaders
Business feature post on Facebook page
Featured in 2024 class media release
Banner displayed at events 

Featured on LNWMO website and Facebook page
Invitation to attend a class session and share
business information
Invitation to attend the annual LNWMO graduation
ceremony (complimentary)
Opportunity to feature job openings with alumni
leaders
Business feature post on Facebook page  

Featured on LNWMO website and Facebook page
Invitation to attend a class session and introduce
yourself and your organization
Invitation to attend the annual LNWMO graduation
ceremony
Opportunity to feature job openings with alumni
leaders 

Featured on LNWMO website and Facebook page
Invitation to attend the annual LNWMO graduation
ceremony 

Platinum Level 

Gold Level  

Silver Level

Bronze Level

Platinum Level
$1,500 and up

Gold Level
$1,000 - $1,499

Silver Level
$500 - $999

 Bronze Level
$100 - $499

SPONSOR CONTRIBUTIONS ARE VITAL TO OUR MISSION.

2024 Sponsorship Levels


